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November 10, 2009

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Drop Off Old Medicines Nov. 13 in Somerville

New Jersey Hosting First Statewide Medicine Disposal Day in the Nation

SOMERVILLE – Residents and county employees can drop off unused, unwanted and expired medicine at the Somerset County Administration Building on FRIDAY, NOV. 13, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. as part of Operation Medicine Cabinet.

A disposal box will be prominently located in the lobby of the Somerset County Administration Building at 20 Grove St.  Free parking is available in the adjacent Bernie Field Parking Deck; the entrance is off East High Street.

The Somerset County Sheriff’s Office, along with 250 local police departments, has signed up for Operation Medicine Cabinet New Jersey. This statewide initiative is the first of its kind in the nation. The New Jersey program is being spearheaded by the DEA New Jersey Division, the New Jersey Office of the Attorney General and the PDFNJ.
Somerset County Sheriff Frank Provenzano made the announcement in cooperation with Gerard P. McAleer, special agent-in-charge of the Drug Enforcement Administration's (DEA) New Jersey Division; New Jersey Attorney General Anne Milgram; and Angelo M. Valente, executive director of the Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey (PDFNJ).

“Operation Medicine Cabinet New Jersey is gaining in coordinated efforts to bring public attention to this issue that is impacting our youth, our families, and our communities,” Sheriff Provenzano said.  “Law enforcement is concerned with the alarming trend in the misuse and abuse of prescription drugs, with potential access to these drugs coming from the medicine cabinets of family and friends."
The program is anonymous.  Individuals are encouraged to dispose of medicine freely; no questions or requests for identification will be made. 
Individuals may dispose of medication in its original container or by removing the medication from its container and disposing of the contents directly into the receptacle box. All liquid products must be secured and in a sealed container. However, syringes and other sharp instruments will not be accepted.
- more -
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In a 2007 study by the National Study of Drug-Use and Health, 70 percent of people who abuse prescription pain relievers said they got them from friends or relatives.  The National Institute of Drug Abuse reports that upwards of 9 million people use prescription medication for non-medical uses. 
The 2007 PDFNJ Principals Survey found that half of those surveyed said that prescription drugs are abused more than twice that of ecstasy and cocaine by New Jersey middle school students.  Meanwhile, 47 percent of New Jersey parents of middle school students said they know a little or just about nothing about prescription-drug abuse.

“This program is designed to encourage the disposal of medications as well as to further educate the public about the ongoing misuse and abuse of over-the-counter medications,” said Sheriff Provenzano, president of the Sheriffs’ Association of New Jersey.  

A multi-lingual and multi-media public service campaign to alert New Jersey residents of this public health problem and how to participate in properly disposing of these medicines has been launched by the Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey. The program, titled "Grandma's Stash," is an expansion of last year's successful statewide public-service campaign that was recognized by the National Association of Government Communicators as the outstanding media campaign in the country.
New Jersey residents looking for additional information on this initiative should visit www.operationmedicinecabinetnj.com 
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