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D R A F T
October 16, 2009

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Sheriff Offers Halloween Safety Tips
Halloween is a great time of the year for you and your children. The kids get to dress up in almost any type of costume to go trick-or-treating, make believe they are someone else and get tons and tons of candy.  But Halloween could also be a time of the year where your town experiences unwelcome vandalism. 
“I know first hand about this damage because before being elected Sheriff, I was a police officer for over 40  years,” said Somerset County Sheriff Frank J. Provenzano. ”There are kids who go on Halloween night not to trick-or-treat but to destroy other people’s property.  I know they would not like it if it happened to their own house or car. So when you are out  trick-or-treating, please respect other people’s property and have a safe and Happy Halloween.”
Below are some safety tips for adults and youngsters so you can enjoy this special night: 

· When purchasing or making a costume, wigs or accessories, look for one made of flame-retardant material.

· Don't allow children to go trick-or treating unsupervised.

· Pick a safe and familiar neighborhood.

· Don't allow your children to eat treats of which you are unsure.

· Throw away treats with loose or broken wrappers.
· Do not allow children to eat apples unless a parent inspects them first.
· Be wary of choking hazards for small children, such as peanuts, gum and hard candies.
· Older children should go trick-or-treating in groups. Be sure they carry change for a payphone or a cellular phone in case of emergency. Tell them to stick with routes you have approved.
· Discuss and be aware of the neighborhoods where they will trick-or-treat.
· Review basics with your children prior to going out, such as looking both ways before crossing the street and crossing at corners, never between parked vehicles.
· Never go to a house when the lights are off.
· Homeowners, make sure your yard is clear of such things as ladders, hoses, dog leashes and flower pots that can trip the young ones.
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· Tell your children that no matter how enticing the treats offered them, they are never to go into the home or car of someone they do not know.
· Be sure to take a flashlight or glow stick with you.
· If your children go on their own, be sure they wear a watch, preferably one that can be read in the dark.
· Review with your children the principle of "stop-drop-roll," should their clothes catch on fire.
· Secure emergency identification (name, address, phone number) discreetly within Halloween attire or on a bracelet.
· If you have any further questions on trick-or-treating, please contact your local police department.  In case of emergency, dial 911. 
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