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Somerset County Jail Receives 16th Consecutive 

100% Compliance with State Inspection Standards
The Somerset County Jail has been commended for full compliance with state inspection standards for the 16th consecutive year.

At a recent freeholders’ meeting, Freeholder Director Rick Fontana presented Sheriff Frank J. Provenzano with a citation acknowledging the jail’s achievement.
Joseph Hartmann, coordinator of county services for the New Jersey Department of Corrections, also presented Sheriff Provenzano with a 100-percent Compliance Certificate that was earned during the Somerset County Jail’s state inspection. 
“This accomplishment is one that all the citizens of Somerset County can be proud of,” Sheriff Provenzano said.  “I want to thank all of the correction officers and civilian staff. This achievement is the result of their dedication and hard work.”

According to Mr. Hartmann, in 2005 the state amended the inspection process to include all standards contained within the New Jersey Administrative Code 10A:31.  In 2004 county correction facilities were inspected on 226 standards and the new process increased that number to all 507 standards contained in the code.

The inspection process included a review of the physical plant, the policy and procedure manual, staff training, records management, security, emergencies, use of security equipment, food service, sanitation, living conditions, medical/dental/health services, inmate discipline, access and handling of inmate correspondence, visits, classification, recreation, and education, and various inmate programs and services.

Mr. Hartmann congratulated Sheriff Provenzano and noted that 16 consecutive years of full compliance is unprecedented and is a tribute to not only policymakers and administrators, but the entire staff of correction officers. He also recognized Warden Charles O’Neill and Deputy Warden Thomas Kelly. 
Sheriff Provenzano acknowledged the hard work of the entire staff, especially the late Chief Correction Officer John Niko, who was in charge of the inspections for the past 16 years. 
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