


"We Have a Little Emergency"
In 2002, 63,000 children under age four 
were involved in automobile crashes. 
These crashes happen when children 
ride with parents, as well as with others, 
such as grandparents, neighbors and 
babysitters. If the adult in the vehicle 
is seriously injured and unable to talk, 
emergency personnel have no easy 
way of identifying the child or his/her 
special needs — vital information that can 
help rescue efforts go more smoothly. 
Sometimes, just knowing the child’s 
name can help rescue workers comfort a 
frightened child, while knowing whom to 
contact in an emergency allows them to 
notify parents or the next closest relative 
right away. That’s when WHALETM — "We 
Have A Little Emergency" — can make a 
difference. Somerset County Sheriff Frank 
Provenzano brought this program to the 
residents of Somerset County in 2007.  

How did WHALETM get started?
While driving to the store with her 
8-month-old grandson, a grandmother 
lost control of her car and crashed 
into a tree. The infant suffered only a 
few bruises, but the grandmother was 

knocked unconscious. When rescue 
workers arrived on the scene, they 
had no way of identifying the baby or 
collecting vital medical information about 
him. Fortunately, both the grandmother 
and infant received the treatment they 
needed, but rescue workers felt that they 
could have been much more effective if 
they had only known the child’s name and 
pertinent emergency information.

What is included in the
WHALETM kit?

The most important item in the kit is 
the identification label that is affixed to 
the back of the child safety seat. Parents 
and/or guardians fill in information about 
the child in the car seat, such as: name, 
date of birth, medical history and whom 
to contact in case of emergency. Each kit 
contains:
•A car seat identification label 
•Two WHALETM stickers for each side of
   the car seat 
•An instruction brochure for parents
   and/or guardians 

The parent and/or guardian can also 
affix a current photo of the child to the 
identification label if they wish. Attaching 
the information label to the back of the 
seat ensures privacy by keeping it out of 
sight from outside the vehicle. Two of 
the stickers are attached to the sides of 
the safety seat to alert rescuers that the 
child seat occupant participates in the 
program. Most law enforcement officals 
are trained to look on the back of car seats 
for indentification information.

How can I get a WHALETM kit?                                                                                                                  
If you live in Somerset County you can 

request one from us at:                                                                    

Somerset County
Sheriff’s Office

P.O. Box 3000
Somerville, NJ 08876-1262                                                                                                                                       

 (908) 231-7140


