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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
New Jersey Statutes

2A-17-33 Advertisements
2A:17-36 Adjournments
22A:4-8 Commissions

P.L. 1995 Foreclosure Act

Applicable New Jersey Court Rules
4:64-3 Surplus Money
4:65-4 Adjournments
4:65-5 Sale Objections

United States Federal Courts
Bankruptcies Section
362(a) (Title 11, USC)

JOSEPH P. LAMONT, JR.
CHARLES M. O’NEILL

ROY S. GANDOLFE
Undersheriffs

Other Functions
of the

Sheriff’s Office

 •Courtroom Security

 •County Jail

 •Service of Process

 •Bureau of Identification

 •Special Response Team

 •Gang & Terrorism Unit

 •K-9 Unit

 •Investigations

 •Inmate Work Detail

 •Project Lifesaver

 •School Resource Officer

 •LoJack

For Information Call:

(908) 231-7140

Frank J. Provenzano
Sheriff

Foreclosure Sales
Information



The Sheriff is an officer of the Court.  He con-
ducts or adjourns sales in accordance with State 
Statutes or Court Rules.

It is recommended that you talk to an at-
torney before bidding on properties at a 
Sheriff’s Foreclosure Sale.

Sales in foreclosure are for real property.  We 
cannot authorize persons to enter or inspect any 
property that may be offered for sale.  The rule of 
Caveat Emptor (let the buyer beware) is applicable 
to all Foreclosure Sales.

All property to be sold at auction is advertised in 
the Courier News for four consecutive weeks 
prior to the Sale.  Property is also advertised in a 
paper serving the sale community.

In addition to this advertising, notices of sales are 
also posted in the Somerset County Administration 
Building Lobby, and on the property to be sold.

The Sheriff’s Office does not offer printed listings 
of sale properties.  Persons interested in properties 
may copy from the master list which is available in 
the Administration Building, or they should save 
advertisements printed in the Courier News or 
local newspapers.

Adjournments, settlements or bankruptcies may 
cause a sale to be cancelled.  They may occur at any 
time prior to the sale.  In most cases, property will 
not be re-advertised.  

We recommend calling the Sheriff’s Recorded 
Sales Message the afternoon of the sale at 908 
231-7519 or access the Sheriff's Office web site 
at www.somcosheriff.org to determine if the sale 
will be held.  If more information is needed, you 
can call the Sales Unit at 908 231-7144.  To speed 
your inquiry, refer to the Sheriff Sales number that 
appears in the legal notice or newspaper adver-
tisement.

Sheriff’s Sales of property are open type auction 
sales (sealed or mailed bids are not accepted).  The 
plaintiff opens with a bid of $100.00 and all sub-
sequent bids are in multiples of at least $1,000.00.  
Property is sold to the highest bidder.

The successful bidder must post a deposit of at 
least 20% in cash, cashier’s check, certified check 
or money order, of the total bid price at the close 
of the sale.  The balance is due within 30 days from 
the date of the sale.

If the balance is not paid within 30 days, the buyer 
may lose his/her deposit. Additional interest ac-
crues from the 11th day after sale.  Additional time 
is not granted to the buyer to obtain a mortgage.

The purchaser will receive a Sheriff’s deed when 
full payment of the purchase price is received by 
the Sheriff’s Office.  This deed may not give clear 
title to the property.  In order to obtain clear title, 
all liens, taxes or encumbrances must be satisfied.  
We recommend a title search before you bid on 
sale property.

Private firms conduct title searches.  They may 
be found in the yellow pages of the telephone 
directory.  They charge a fee for title searches.

To determine how much will be needed as a de-
posit, you must determine how much you intend 
to bid for the sale property.  A certified check 
for 20% of the highest amount you intend to bid 
should be made payable to yourself.  If you are the 
highest bidder, you would then endorse the check 
to “Sheriff of Somerset County.”

The former owner can redeem the property within 
ten days of the sale.  If this occurs, you will receive 
your deposit back. In some cases, the owner can 
also declare bankruptcy within the same time 
period.  If this is done, the sale is put on hold until 
the court makes its decision.

Sheriff’s Sales are held every Tuesday at 2:00 PM at 
the Somerset County Administration Building, 3rd 
Floor, Freeholders Meeting Room, 20 Grove Street, 
Somerville, NJ.

All persons bidding on property must identify 
themselves when entering a bid.

Upset amounts will be given at the sale.

If the property is occupied, it will be your responsi-
bility to have any occupants legally removed.

Eviction proceedings are only done by Superior 
Court Order.  There is a fee for this order and a 
fee for the Sheriff to evict persons from property 
purchased at a Sheriff’s Sale.


